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cmr ^ENTIAL 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


2 5 1967 


Director 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D. C. 20505 

ATTENTION: Deputy Director, Plans 



Dear Sir: 



'l. For your information, I am enclosing communications which may be 
of you. 



. No further investigation is contemplated with regard to this matter. 


[ ' j 3, You will be advised of the pertinent developments in connection 
with this inquiry. 

I 1 4. Pieas^^bte change in caption^' this case. 

[T]5<^tatu8 of case: [ ( J ^Completed { | Incomplete 


Very truly yours. 


Enc. 2 




(Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, 
this transmittal form becomes UNCLASSIFIED ,) 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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January 6 , 1967 
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Helnriciia ... Hagatals, also kiiuon aa Hem'y 
ijagata is, advised Special Agents (SAs ) of the Federal Dur-eau 
■of Investigation (FBI) -n October 25, 1966, that he -aas 
ijoat anxious that hia name be cleared of vicious rumors, 
hich he stated he ]me; had been circulating in Latvlaii 
circles in New York City, concerning his spying activities 
for the Soviets. He emotionally branded these rumors 
as completely untrue and indicated that he had been 
deeply hurt by them . He expressed admiration for, and 
gratitude to, the United .States, and he indicated that he 
truly wanted tu see hie native Latvia liberated from the 
yoke ..-f Soviet domlnati...‘n. 

Bagatais stated that he believed those vicious 
spy rumors about hiu mi^dit have gotten started ithln 
the Daugava s Vanagi (DV; and then sprea<l througliout 
Latvian circles in He.. York City. 

A charocterl-oatlon of the DV is 
contained in the appendix attached 
hereto. 
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Heinrichs V. Bags ta Is 


Bagatais said that he was a current menber of 
the althouf^ an limctive one, and he indicated that he 
had been P3?e«ldcnt of the New York Chapter of the DY 
on two separate occasions in the past. 

Bagatais then indicated his belief that the 
vicious spy rumors about him may have gotten started 
because of his first trip to Australia In Deoenriber, 1959# 
which mey^ have lead certain ixidividuals to believe he had 
come into possession of an ixneaplainable large asKMint of 
which was not consistent with his esg>lo! 7 iaent. He 
said t^t he had taken fcmr weeks accumulated vacation 
f rcan the Eoux Cmpax^^ for whom he had worked for about 
12 years in order to make this trip possible. 

Bagatais escplained his apparent affluence by 
relating that he had never be«m married and# prior to 
this Becesiber> 1959 trip, he had ahaz*ed an, apartment at 
4l2 Cathedral Parkwaqr# New York City, with El^r Bricks<m 
and Mrs. Irene Nadzlna, therein cutting his living 
expenses cOTSlderably. As a result, he had succeeded in 
saving $1,000.00 prior to this JDeeember, 1959 trip and 
had borrowed another $1,000.00 from the First National 
City Bank of New York for the trip. 

According to Ba^^tala, the occasion for his 
trip to Atistralla in Decflmtber, 1959# had been the confirmation 
of the oldest dauigd^ter of his sister, Lucia Sei^olovles, 
and he had visited Europe-, Iiidia, and Slngapora, prior 
to his aiTlval in Australia, with all of his travel being 
by airplane, aid the start and finish of the ti*lp having 
been by Jet airplane. 

Bagatais further advised that he had gone to 
Australia again in 1962, this time with the full intention 
of residing there permanently. Prior to this trip, he 
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had sold all the fds^ishings In his apartaeast and had 
vaeat«K3 his apartment. In additioni he had also borrowed 
another ^1«000.00 from the Flzvt national Clt 7 Bank of 
Hew 7ork, which he intended to repay once he oeeame settled 
in Australia. 

According to Bagatals, hs had sold his apartment 
furnishings to ]}octor Seymor Saltefors, a Sledieal Doctor^ 
w1m 5 had resided at 4l2 Cathedral Pairtcway* New York City, 
vintll his death about one year ago. 

Bsi^taia advised that after having spent about 
ten months in Australia, he had ocmte to the rmlization 
that a man with his disability Just could not make any 
money there, so he had returned to tdw TJhited States in 
April, 1963 . Bpon his return to the ^ited Stotes, he bad 
stayed with Mr. and Mrs. Elmar Erickson in Loe Angeles, 
California, Bagataia Indicating that Erickscm, one of 
tlMMie who had formerly shared an apartmmt with him, 
had gotten married andnnved to Los Angeles, California. 

Bagataia continued that after about one month 
in Los Angles, he had returned to New York City, because 
he had been unable to find suitable eaploymemtt, as it 
seemed that one needed a car for any potraatial Job out 
there. T^on his return to New York City, Bagatais was 
successful in obtaining an apartment a^ln at 412 Cathedral 
Farkw«qr, New York City, namely, apartment 122 on the 12th 
floor, in Tdilch apartijwnt he presently continues to reside. 

Bagatais advised that, upon his retuzTi to New 
York Cily, he had unsxaccessfully atteopt^ to be re-ea^loyed 
by the Roux Company, but he had eventually obtained a 
position with the International Flavors and Fragrances, 
Incorporated, his present employer, where he Is now in charge 
of the Mail Dei^rtment and Messfoiger Service. 
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According to Bagatals^ he has two men currently 
sharing his aimrtment with him namely, SudeM Kapoor, >dto 
pays $75.00 a month, and Michael Ftoyer, vdio pays $65.00 
a montill, Imt he was not aware as to where either of than 
were employed. Bagatals added that through the eccmoaiy 
feattire ot this apartiraoit e^cpense sharing, as well as the 
fact that bad successfully obtained many bargains 
through the furniture auctions which he was In the habit 
of frequenting, had again be«i able to adequately and 
tastefully furnish his apartment. 

Bagatals ea«phaslzed that he had never been 
employed by any travel agency, and he further Indicated 
that he had never even represented a tr*avel agency In 
any capacity. He thou^t that his aforementioned two 
trips to Australia might have lead people to believe 
he had seme connection with a travel agency. 

Bagatals related that prior to his last trip 
to Australia In 1962, parties had been held in his 
apartment by Elmar Erickson and hlse^elf about every 
two weeks, with those in attendance having been mostly 
Latvlam who were friends of Erickson. According to 
Bagatals, since his return to New York City from Australia 
In 1963 > parties in his apartment have been otost infrequent. 
Bagatals recalled only one military servlceattn i who had 
attended any of these parties, namely, Edward Rubans, who 
had been In the United States Air Force for three of four 
y^rs, and had married a wealthy girl from New Jersey, 
but they subsequently had been divorced. 

Bagatals also advised that Elza Zebranska, an 
opera singer, who is the wife of John Kugls, tl» owner 
of Allen’s Bar on l4th Street In New York City, had been 
in the United States since before World War II, but has a 
sister and brother still residing In Soviet Latvia. The 
subject said that Zebranska resided at 50 Central Park 
VJest, New York City, and also maintained a residence In 
Atlantic City, New Jersey. 
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According to Bagatals« Zebranska foznerly had 
sung at W concei*t9, but she had made trips to Soviet 
Latvia on two occasions to see her relatives, before 
such trips began to become coosBox^lace when Soviet Latvia 
was actually opened to tours from the United States. 

After her return fraa these trips, Zebranaka had been 
Isolated by the Latvian emigre circles in Hew York City, 
since she had beeame a suspect due to tibese trips. During 
this Isolation of Zebranska, wl^reby she had become quite 
sensitive, and would not sing, Bagatais indleatml that 
he had escorted her to a coiusex*t at Town Hall in Hew York 
City, when he was President of the Hew York Chapter of Wf, 

Bagatais thought that his close assoeiaticm 
with Zebranska, after she had be<m IsolatiKi hY Latvian 
emigre circles in Hew York City, and while he was President 
of the Hew York Chapter of the W, might also have been 
instrumental in the starting of ruoaors that he was engaging 
in spying activities for the Soviets, 


Bagatais stressed ttuit he had no desire to 
visit Soviet Latvia at the presmit time, as he was perfectly 
ha;^ residing in the United States as a natuzmllxed 
citizen and very contented in his premnt eamloyment. He 
also again expressed his desire to see the liberation of 
his native Latvia from Soviet dowlnatlon. 
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AFFKiPIX 


DAHSAYAS VAMAOI (py) 


A confld«itial source, who has furnished reliable 
infomation In the past, advised that the Daugavas vanagl 
(W) (faiGcms of Daugava) was an organization of former 
Latvian soldiers '.dio fo\i£^t as a unit wltdi Germans 
against the Russlaz^ in 19^3 » 19^# and became known as 
the Latvian Legion. Aoooz*dlng to this confidential source, 
after World War II, these veterans oxganized themselves 
into a veterans* or^nl 2 tatlon Imovm as the W. 

This confidential source continued that the 
purposes of this organization were the sasie as those 
generally associated with veterans' organlzatltms, such as 
fratemallsm, mutual aid and assistance, and to arrange 
for the care of those veterans who had been wounded or 
disabled during the Russian can^ign. 

This ccmfldenitlal aoavce advised tfcmit the head- 
quarters of the D7, known as the Central Board of C^f leers, 
was i»»tabllshed In Oermai^, asm»Bt of the Latvian Legionnaires, 
and practically all of the disabled veteran, were located 
in Germany. However, many of the able veterans fmiigrated 
to o^er counties, where they organized local branehea of 
the m. 


^is confidential source Indicated that, during 
the years isasedlately following World War II, because of 
t)» Latvian Legion *s association with the German Army, 
tlM members of the Legion were excluded from mitering the 
United states as Displaced Persona. However, In about 1950, 
scsae Latvians in the Itoited States, we««f sympathetic 
toward the Latvian Legionnaires axv& their organization, DV, 
as well as the DY's efforts to assist disabled Latvian 
veterans, began to form Informal groups throughout the 
United states, idilch groups eventually becsaae known as the 
Falcons or Daugava of W. 
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mmAYAS VAHAQI (P?) (Cont'd) 

'mis oonfi<i<3itlal soxjrce e:xplaix^ that* even 
thcnigh the XAtvian Legion had fought alozigslde Ute Qexoan 
forces* many {mtriotlc Latvians did not rt^rd Latrlan 
Legl<m as Oeroian collaborators* but rather as Latvian 
heroes* who Imd foui^t the ^xssians* not for the purpose 
of assisting the Oertoans in any Btaimer whatsoever* for 
the sole j^mrpose of fighting ConKraimlsB] and pxeventlng the 
Hasslans f^raia invading Latvia, me fact that* at the sane 
tine* the Qemans were also fighting a \mr of their own 
with the Russians* was regarded as coincidental* and the 
alllsGaoe betweioi the Latvian Legion and the Qexnan 
forces was generally regarded as one of rM^cesslty* rather 
than desire. 


mis confidential source said that* in 1931* 
the xestrlctior^ against fomm‘ anenbers of Latvian 
Legion entering the IhiltiKi Sta^a were lifted. As a 
result* a xmmber of these legicnnalres caae to the ^ilt«i 
States and Joined the various Informal groups of Vfif, tdxleh 
had already been establisd^. In addition to these groc^* 
they also fozewd a n\snber of new branches. However* sinee 
there were not enoi^ actual members of the Latvian Legion 
to create an effective organisation, about one year 
previously, nwratoership In the l^ted States organisation 
of the W was capered to all Ihtvians* both men and woana* 
rec^rdless of whether or not they had been actual fitting 
members of the Latvian Legion in Latvia, mis cc»ifldehtial 
source estleeted that* at that time* there were about 13 
to 20 branches in various parts of the Itolted States* with 
a membez*shlp of fx*c»n 400 to 600* and all of the branches 
viiere known by the sane name* that is* W or the Falcons of 
Daugava . 
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li. 

DAEVAS VMSmi (PV) (Coat’d) 

This confidential source continued that regular 
laeetings of the JW were held and an Intraorganlzatlonal 
bulletin was published. Principal adlvltieB consisted 
of social affairs^ such as picnics^ dances^ and other 
fmKctlcnsj all held for the purpose of raising money to be 
sent to 6emangr» where it was to be used for the care of 
veterazsB of the Latrian Leglon> who had been wounded and 
disabled in the Russian campaign. 


This confidential source stated that the DV 
v<ras rallltantly antl-^Jczamunist ax«i supported all activities 
tending toward the eventual liberation of Latvia fr<Mi 
Soviet Hhion. 

A second conf Id^tial source# vdio has furnished 
reliable Infomatlon in the past# has advised that the 
second largest and moat active Latvian organization in 
the dkilted States is the W# a Latvian veterans* organization# 
which Is anti-CoBBBunlst. 

According to this second ccmfldentlal source# 
the l)Vhas about 55 branches# and the majority of heads of 
the bramhes are former career Latvian Army officers. 
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